
 

 

 

Dear Holy People of God, 

 

On Prayer and the Struggle with Failure 

 

In the spirit of Pentecost, I wish to focus on one common aspect that effects prayer, namely, the feeling 

that I pray and still fall into temptation, with nothing changing. While it is true that we can become 

discouraged by our repeated failures, I firmly believe that our failures or weaknesses should not cause 

us to abandon the spiritual life. On the contrary, when we find ourselves struggling with issues, that is 

when we need to persevere all the more in the spiritual life. Why so? Because persevering in prayer, in 

spite of ourselves, is a sign of abandonment in God's hands. Persevering in prayer is reflective of my 

conviction that God is stronger than my weaknesses, and that the more I continue to hold on to God and 

allow God to hold onto me, eventually, things will work out for me. In effect, I might be down, but I am 

not yet out. Hence, when we feel like nothing is changing in spite of our prayers, remember: God is 

bigger than my weaknesses, and I do not pray because I have no weaknesses. I pray because I want to 

continue to place myself in the hands of God. Little wonder that angels do not have need for prayer. 

Fallen humans do, and that is why, in spite of my limitations and weaknesses, I continue to pray, like St. 

Paul: (2 Corinthians 12:6-10). 

 

"Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I would be speaking the truth. But I 

refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted by what I do or say, or because of these 

surpassingly great revelations. Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a 

thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it 

away from me. But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 

weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may 

rest on me. That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 

persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong." (To be continued, Fr. Maurice) 


